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Whales breaching alongside boats, 
cuttle� sh displaying an array 
of dazzling colours to the delight 
of snorkellers, platypus sightings 

spotted on well-de� ned walking trails – these 
are some of the intimate wildlife encounters 
you can expect in Australia. Divided into six 
vast states and two territories, each area o� ers 
visitors something unique. 

The Northern Territory – where burnt-
orange desert studded with rock formations 
including Uluru (Ayers Rock) merge into 
wetlands and forest that eventually meet the 
Timor Sea – is home to saltwater crocodiles, 
kangaroos and the frill-necked lizard. In South 
Australia you can follow the Explorer’s Way 
that has stretched south from Darwin, replete 
with vineyards, mountains and rugged 
coastlines, spotting a multitude of wildlife from 
koalas to sea lions in a varied landscape.

Western Australia – incorporating the 
atmospheric Kimberley wilderness, Coral Coast 
and Ningaloo Reef – delivers mammals and sea 
creatures aplenty, including the chance to 
witness the annual whale migration and meet 
Rottnest Island’s 
 friendly quokka. 

Over in the east, 
Queensland is the 
only place on earth 
where two natural 
World Heritage 
Sites exist side by 
side: the Daintree 
Rainforest and the 
Great Barrier Reef. 
Here, you’ll have 
the opportunity to 
come face-to-face 
with dwarf minke 
whales and 
angel-like manta 
rays, as well as 
seeking out some 
of the rarest 
ornithological 
species on Earth, from bowerbird to cassowary.

New South Wales may boast iconic tourist 
attractions such as Sydney Opera House, but 
it’s also rich in wildlife. Visitors can expect 
to see everything from playful dolphins 
bow-sur� ng on the waves of the ships to shy 
and elusive platypus in the Jenolan Caves 
within the Blue Mountains and green turtles 
on the protected Montague Island. 

Home to the country’s capital, Canberra, and 
often overlooked, Australian Capital Territory  
(ACT) encompasses 33 nature parks (impressive 
for a place the same size as Cheshire). Try some 
once-in-a-lifetime experiences to watch rare 
animals in their natural habitat. E-biking with 
kangaroos? Tick. Twilight Tours to catch a 
glimpse of tiny sugar gliders? Tick. Wilderness 
camps for wombat spotting? Tick. 

The Great Ocean Road grabs the headlines in 
Victoria, where you can spot kangaroos, emus, 
koalas and echidnas up close along the coastal 
route. From Victoria’s vibrant capital Melbourne, 
you can also head to Phillip Island to watch the 
famous Penguin Parade, where nocturnal little 
penguins return nightly after a day spent at sea; 
and watch the largest fur seal colony in the 
country from the comfort of a boat tour. Or 
head west to see the spiky echidna and huge 
emu roam freely on a brand-new walking trail 
in the sandstone mountains of The Grampians.

Last but by no means least comes Tasmania, 
with its rich collection of terrains including 
pristine forests veined with winding rivers, 
dramatic coastlines and golden, sandy coves 
all wrapped up in this heart-shaped island. 
Track down the Tasmanian devil, travel by 
boat and by boot to witness  rare Bennett’s 
wallabies on Bruny Island, or head to 
the former penal colony of Port Arthur to 
witness seabirds feeding in a riotous frenzy.

 Australia � nds new wildlife all the time. In 
2018 more than 200 new species were found. 
And with three-quarters of the wildlife unique 
to the country, where else can you enjoy the 
world’s most unusual animal encounters? 

The best wildlife 
experiences in 
Australia With so many unusual and fascinating 

species found only Down Under, this country 
o� ers truly unforgettable encounters with 
nature like no other, says Phoebe Smith

E-biking 
with kangaroos? 
Tick. Twilight 
Tours to 
catch a glimpse 
of sugar gliders? 
Tick. Wilderness 
camps for wombat 
spotting? Tick

ACT
 13 SUGAR GLIDERS
Mulligans Flat Woodland 
Sanctuary
You’ll have to wait until dusk 
to see one of these nocturnal 
marsupials on a guided 
Twilight Tour, but it’s worth 
it to catch sight of a furry, 
striped face of the sugar 
glider soaring above, or see 
eastern bettongs and eastern 
quolls on a Buggy Tour.
Year-round; 
mulligans� at.org.au/tours

 14 WOMBATS
Canberra Nature 
Park and Tidbinbilla 
Nature Reserve
Perhaps the most distinctive 
thing about the native 
wombat is its square-shaped 
droppings. Spotting the signs 
in any one of the capital 
region’s 33 nature parks is the 

� rst step to catching sight 
of one. Go in the autumn and 
spring to Tidbinbilla to stay 
at the Wildfest Wilderness 
Camp to enjoy ranger-lead 
programmes with the kids.
Year-round; 
wildfest.com.au/tidbinbilla

 15 POTOROOS
Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve
This long-nosed, brown-grey 
furry marsupial is related to 
the kangaroo. They tend to 
shelter under leaves by day, 
but at dusk they can be 
spotted on this nature 
reserve, scurrying around 
your feet. Join Canberra 
Urban Adventures “Ride 
with the ‘Roos” e-bike tour 
for the best experience.
Year-round (excluding 
August); canberraurban
adventures.com

   
South Australia
 22 SEA LIONS 
 Port Lincoln and  
 Baird Bay  
Described as the “puppies of 
the sea”, South Australia’s 
resident sea lions demand 
action from snorkellers if 
you’re to enjoy a close 
encounter: � oat on the 
surface and they ignore 
you; dive down, spin and 
splash around and they will 
come up close to play for 
a truly unforgettable 
underwater encounter.
Year-round; adventurebay
charters.com.au 

 23 CUTTLEFISH 
 Whyalla  
At � rst it looks like a 
spacecraft, hovering above 
the rocky shallows while 
turning an array of dazzling 
colours. But this is the giant 
cuttle� sh (similar looking to 
a squid and around the size 
of a dog) congregating here 
to mate in the same spot in 
Whyalla every winter. Grab a 
snorkel and wetsuit and you 
can witness one of nature’s 
most spectacular gatherings.
May – August; whyalla.com/
cuttle� sh; puresa.com.au

 24 SOUTHERN KOALAS 
 Port Lincoln and  
Eyre Peninsula 
These adorable creatures 
hide in the forks of the silvery 
bark of eucalyptus trees all 
across the state, but spying a 
fuzzy koala still takes some 
determination on the part of 
the visitor. Once you’ve 
caught sight of one of these 
sleepy marsupials munching 
on leaves, you’ll begin to 
notice more, leaving you 
feeling as content as they 
look, high up in the trees. 
Year-round

1 HUMPBACK WHALES 
 Mooloolaba 
More than 30,000 humpback 
whales perform aquatic 
acrobatics all along Western 
Australia’s coast between 
June and December. For an 
amazing encounter , swim 
with these gentle giants with 
Live Ningaloo during the 
season at Ningaloo Reef.
August–October; 
liveningaloo.com.au 

 2 QUOKKA 
 Rottnest Island  
Found only here in Western 
Australia, this furry little 
cat-sized marsupial has 
become an A-lister after a 
succession of celebrities 
posted pics. On this island, 
just west of Perth, these 

friendly critters with smiley 
faces seem to pose happily.
Year-round

 3 DUGONG 
 Shark Bay, Coral Coast  
Chances are many will know 
about the friendly bottlenose 
dolphins of Monkey Mia  but 
away from the crowds you 
can spy the much more 
elusive dugong (or sea cow) 
as the area is home to 10 per 
cent of the world population 
of these marine mammals. 
Looking like a cross between 
a walrus and sea lion , they are 
a wonder to see, particularly 
on an excursion with 
Wildsights or Shark Bay Dive.
March – August; monkeymia
wildsights.com.au, 
sharkbaydive.com.au

Victoria
19 ECHIDNA
Raymond Island, East 
Gippsland and Great 
Otway National Park
The native spiny echidna is 
often seen snu�  ing amid the 
scrub, with its long nose 
pushing up the mud. It’s best 
found on foot at sunset on 
the small Gippsland isle (as 
well as dozy koalas) or Otway 
National Park, where you can 
take an eco-tour.
Year-round; 
platypustours.net.au 

20 LITTLE PENGUINS 
 Phillip Island  
Penguin Parade couldn’t be 
a more apt moniker. For  on 

Phillip Island, you’ll � nd more 
than 4,000 breeding 
specimens which return daily 
from their hunt at sea to their 
burrows on land. Night-vision 
scopes are provided on 
ranger-led tours to witness it. 
Year-round

 21 EMUS 
 Grampians National Park   
Waterfalls, wild� owers and 
walking tracks are what the 
Grampians are famous for, 
but you’ll also � nd 7ft emus. 
Walk a portion of the new 
Grampians Peaks Trail to spot 
one, alongside kangaroos, 
wallabies and lizards.
Year-round

Tasmania
 16 TASMANIAN DEVIL 
 Taranna 
You’ll likely hear a Tassie devil 
before you spot its stocky 
and muscular, black-furred 
body, as it calls out in the 
woodland. Its bite is strong 
enough to break bones, but 
this endangered marsupial is 
tricky to see – so track them 
with the experts on the Devil 
Tracker Adventure at Unzoo, 
to help record their numbers.
Year-round; 
tasmaniandevilunzoo.com.au

 17 SEABIRDS 
 Port Arthur  
Journey by Tasman Island 
Cruise beneath the highest 
vertical sea cli� s in the 
southern hemisphere to 
witness a feeding frenzy like 
no other. Here, amid the 
waterfalls and rock arches, 
watch the skies to see seals, 
diving gannets, graceful 
albatross and soaring sea 
eagles hunting in tandem.
Year-round; 
pennicottjourneys.com.au

 18 WHITE WALLABIES 
 Bruny Island  
Like a jumping mound of 
white fur, the distinctive 
Bennett’s (white) wallabies 
were once endangered. 
However, take a trip to the 
predator-free sanctuary of 
Bruny Island, which is close 
to the state’s capital Hobart, 
and their numbers have 
happily increased to a more 
healthy 200.
Year-round;  
brunyisland.org.au

Northern Territory
 4 BABY KANGAROOS 
 The Kangaroo  
 Sanctuary  
Renowned for providing the 
location for the BBC series 
Kangaroo Dundee and Other 
Animals, The Kangaroo 
Sanctuary run by the 
charismatic Brolga allows 
you the chance to visit 
orphaned baby ‘roos that he 
hand-rears in a 188-acre 
wildlife sanctuary and then 
helps to reintroduce back 
into the wild.
February – November; 
kangaroosanctuary.com.au 

 5 CROCODILES 
 East Alligator River, 
 Kakadu National Park 
Crocodiles – both fresh and 
the giant saltwater variety – 
are usually high on 
adventurers’ must-see lists. 
Head out on a Guluyambi 
Cultural Cruise and listen to 
an Aboriginal guide tell 
stories about these scaly 
reptiles and you’ll  gain new 
understanding of the vital 
role they play in the river’s 
eco system.
May – November; kakadu
culturaltours.com.au

 6 FRILL-NECKED 
LIZARD 
 Alice Springs Desert Park 
Deep in the heart of the 
Red Centre in this sprawling 
parkland, the lucky few will 
get the chance to spot the, 
dragon-like frill-necked 
lizard. Also keep a keen 
lookout for the thorny devil 
(a spiky dinosaur-like small 
lizard) and the dingo the 
Australian wild dog – which 
was � rst introduced around 
4,000 years ago. 
Year-round; alicesprings
desertpark.com.au  7 DWARF 

 MINKE WHALES 
 Cairns 
Travelling through the tropics 
during the winter, you can 
dive with the dwarf minke 
whale, thanks to expert Mike 
Ball, whose expeditions 
give you the opportunity 
to get up close with this 
23ft-long cetacean.
June – July; mikeball.com

8 BOWERBIRD
Lamington National Park 
Head to O’Reilly’s Rainforest 
Retreat and amid the ancient 
trees of Lamington National 
Park, any splashes of colour 

will glow against the verdant 
green – and none more so 
than the  regent bowerbird 
and the satin bowerbird .   
Year-round; oreillys.com.au

 9 MANTA RAYS 
Lady Elliot Island
Swimming with manta rays is 
akin to � ying with angels  on 
the Great Barrier Reef, along 
with the other “great eight” 
which can be found together 
only on the reef: sharks, 
hatching turtles, Maori 
wrasse, giant clams, potato 
cod, whales and clown � sh.
Year-round, or aggregation 
December – February

 10 PLATYPUS 
 Jenolan Caves, 
 Blue Mountains 
Boasting not one but 11 show 
caves, the Jenolan system is 
among the oldest of its kind 
in the world. Walk along the 
Jenolan River Walking Track 
to the vibrant  Blue Lake and 
wait patiently for a glimpse of 
the semi-aquatic, duck-billed 
mammal, which looks so 
strange that British scientists 
originally thought it was a 
fake.
Year-round;
jenolancaves.org.au

 11 DOLPHINS 
 Port Stephens 
Get ready to be strung 
between the bows of a 
catamaran for some unique 
sur� ng, dolphin-style, 
courtesy of Dolphin Swim 
Australia. As the boat pushes 
forward, you’ll be joined by 
short-beaked and bottlenose 
pods jumping alongside. 
Meanwhile, the onboard 
Marine Mammal Observer 
will o� er you an insightful 
commentary en route.
September – May; 
dolphinswimaustralia.com.au

 12 GREEN TURTLES 
 Montague Island  
Located o�  the south coast 
near Narooma, this nature 
reserve  o� ers spectacular 
wildlife sightings all year – 
from humpback whales to 
a resident seal colony and 
penguins, too. Enjoy a day 
trip, stay in the lighthouse 
or sign up to be a temporary 
conservation volunteer. In 
spring, look out for the 
endangered heart-shaped 
shelled green turtle .
September – December;
montagueisland.co.au

 13  13 
Mulligans Flat Woodland Mulligans Flat Woodland 
Sanctuary
Mulligans Flat Woodland 
Sanctuary
Mulligans Flat Woodland 

 


